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particular form which that union has taken in the last twenty-
five years, which is the Wafd ; nor would the replacement of the
Wafd by the Ikhwan improve the situation. The only hope lies
in the strengthening of that wing of the nationalist movement
which dissociates itself from religion and sets itself positive aims
of internal construction.

The Druzes and Alawis

The Druze and Alawi regions are now officially incorporated in
the Syrian State but the latter still has a special administrative
regime, and both still need very capable handling.   At present it
would be difficult and undesirable to grant them a greater degree
of autonomy.   The grant of full autonomy has always been
opposed by the majority of Syrians, who are afraid that the
minorities would not be satisfied with autonomy but would aim
at complete independence, and that the autonomous districts
would become centres of foreign influence directed to the dis-
ruption of the Syrian State.   Moreover, very many of the Druzes
and Alawis themselves no longer want autonomy, which would
condemn them to poverty, backwardness and the domination of
great feudal families, and deprive their ambitious and abk youth
of the possibility of advancement.   On the other hand, however,
it is not yet possible to treat the two districts in every way as
ordinary provinces of Syria, not only because they have special-
needs and traditions, but also because the effects of twenty years*
encouragement of the autonomist spirit cannot be removed in a
day.   For some time to come, the majority of the officials ia these
regions will have to be drawn from the region themsejres;
officials from other parts of Syria wiB fesse to be vary carefully
chosen, and both they and the central Government wiS have to
act with the greatest tact and disctetioB.   The aim of this special
treatment should be to enable fhe Druzes aixl Alawis to draw
nearer to the rest of the population, socially and culturally, and
to encourage the growthr of a spirit of co-operation and trust,
although not at the expense of a healthy local patriotism.

The Kurds of Iraq

There can be no doubt that the Kurds ia bag are better treated
than those in Turkey and, until recently, in Iran. They csa fise
as Kurds, using their own language in tfaeir homes aad IB fbeir
dealings with the Government, They can becocae ministers and